Shooters of Today

Q4 2017 edition
Written by Carrie Paulsen

Howdy Shooters,
Welcome to the fourth edition and final edition for 2017, of your state newsletter.

A lot has happened since the last newsletter, Echidna Park was the host of the 2017 SCA
Nationals. With the help of all clubs in WA it is safe to say this event was a huge success. The
feedback from our travelling and local competitors was extremely positive, with whispers that
Echidna Park could be suitable to host a world event.

Wannamal hosted the final event at their beloved grounds. Closing off their 2017 season with
an 80 pair English sporting shoot that the masses certainly flocked to, to shoot at this beautiful
ground one last time. A full article on Wannamal’s closing shoot can be found in the latest SCA
magazine. But we also have some very exciting updates on the future of Wannamal later in
this newsletter!

All clubs have held their AGM’s and there has been some changes to some committees,
please view the updated contact list at the end of this newsletter to stay up to date.

State is yet to hold their AGM (scheduled for January). ALL positions are up for grabs. If you
are interested in forming part of the State Committee, get in touch with your state delegates for
further information! All members are welcome to attend as observers, the AGM is held at the
Department of Sports and Recreation in Leederville — contact your Club Delegates for further
information.

Wishing everybody a safe and Merry Christmas. Please make sure you over-indulge with your
loved ones and spend the holiday season busting clays.

Merry Christmas!
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SCA NATIONALS REPORT

Written by Mike Hudspith, State Target Director

My first year as a State Target Director and having the SCA
Nationals on home turf | knew it was going to be a big
commitment and aware of how much work had already gone
into the planning of the Nationals | was determined to do
whatever | could as the WA Target Director to make it a success
from my side of things.

With an impressive 268 Competitors, 93 of which were from
WA, was very encouraging and highlighting the growing interest
in sporting clays in WA. | must thank Sue Green who worked
with WAPOL to arrange the Firearm permits for 184-interstate
shooter entering WA and sorting out all the Admin enquiries.

| arrived to Echidna Park on the Saturday morning prior to the
Nationals and as | drove up the driveway | was blown away by
the amount of work that had been put in by lan Grant and the
Echidna Park crew. The new Club rooms and kitchen, Camping
area with Power, large gravel area for the marquees, the many
roads that had been carved through the terrain for the buses, it
was evident this was going to be a top-class venue for the 2107
Nationals.

A huge congratulations to the dedicated and positively focused
small team at Echidna park whom made this such a successful
event that will be talked about for many years and has certainly
raised the bar for future SCA Nationals. 60 traps and
many other pieces of equipment are required to run a
Nationals, thankyou: Wannamal, Wanneroo, Tony Trainer and
Clayton Dennis who lent their traps and equipment to make the
event happen.

A huge effort was put in by Bill Clarke and Ken Green; they
arrived at Echidna Park a few days early to service and
complete safety checks on each of the 60 traps. Without this,
which resulted in very few trap issues over the weekend.
Awesome job Bill and Ken much appreciated.

Tony along with Phil Rendell (Vic State Target Director) had
inspected the grounds earlier in the year and had ear marked
the eight grounds. Four of which had never been used before,
the different selection of terrains which produced a great
variety of targets some of which a lot of shooters would have
not seen before. The scenery and views from many of the
grounds was spectacular, | would say that some took more
shots through the camera lens than down the gun, truly
amazing.

On Saturday afternoon, we did a drive around the 8 grounds to
familiarise ourselves with the area, then worked out a plan for
the next couple of days.

Sunday morning we started dragging out the traps, 48 traps
were required for the eight grounds. The terrain had its
challenges for trap placement but with two 4x4 buggies on
hand the locations were easily accessed and traps were in place
by Tuesday midday.

Wednesday was ‘fill the traps day’ a laborious job, so | put out
the call for help, impressively a tribe of members began to roll
in and by 2pm all traps were filled, stocked and ready to go.
Outstanding team effort!

WAFGA issued an email to members asking for volunteers to
help at the Nationals. We required crews for filling and cleaning
up around the traps each day, bus drivers, assistance with the
catering and bar staff. | was blown away by the number of our
members that helped. As soon as they arrived they were asking
what they could do to help. A special thankyou goes to lan
Callan. lan was there from Sun up to Sun down doing whatever
need to be done, you’re a champ Mr C, thank you.

The Massive effort by the WA Members and families members
that help in so many ways and making everyone feel welcome
is what made this event such a success. To those that could
have shot but decided to help instead a big thankyou.

The feedback | have had from fellow Target Directors was how
impressed they were with the grounds teams keeping the traps
filled during the day. It just shows when working as a team
what can be achieved.

Geraldton certainly put on the weather, warm sunny conditions
Saturday and Sunday. The mornings had delayed starts due to
fog but the shooting was completed by early afternoon.

By Sunday mid-afternoon the three great days of shooting on
these magnificent grounds were completed, with Presentations
following. Congratulations to Brian Deadman (NZ) 189/200 our
2017 SCA nationals champion.

Congratulations also to WA shooters, Byron Jones 2nd, and
Cory Backhouse 3rdin Sub Juniors and Dillan Stipinovich 2" in C
grade.

Presentations completed and guns away it was time to
celebrate and that we did, a seafood dinner was put on by
Merri and the catering team, then it was time to turnup the
music and dance the night away.

Thankyou to lan, Merri and family for the work that you put
into this event and allowing us to use the Echidna Park grounds
for the SCA 2017 Nationals. A truly memorable time was had by
all.
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THE HANDICAP RULE HAS CHANGED..... again! ©

As of 1 January 2018 the handicap rule will be changed AGAIN.
Our grade is now calculated based on 300 targets shot.

If your %o is And your % is | 4 Grade Event 3 Grade Event Handicap Event
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Handicap System:
A shooters percentage is calculated in the following manner:

(a) At the completion of 12 x 25 target rounds (300 targets shot), the total score is calculated.

(b) The total score obtained is then converted to a percentage, by dividing by 3.

(c) The resulting percentage is used to determine a shooters grade and handicap using the
ready reckoner above.

(d) A shooters handicap may only increase by one point after each revision, but can be reduced
by multiple points.

(e) During a calendar year from 15t January to 31st December inclusive, while shooters grade
and handicap may decrease as performance dictates, they may only move down one grade
in that period (based on the four system).

(f) If at the end of a calendar year, a shooter has not completed the next group of 300 targets,
then re-calculation of their percentage, handicap and grade will not take place until the
required sequence of 300 targets is achieved. In that instance, the grade and handicap will
be as per the status-quo at the end of the previous year.
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State Committee
All positions will be voted on in 2018

Don’t forget that any financial SCA member can nominate for
a position on the State committee.

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, State Target
Director, Coaching Director, Firearms Officer, Safety Officer,
Insurance Officer, State & SCA Hunting & Habitat Director
will all be voted on at the AGM in 2018. All Club delegates
have now been finalized.

If you would like to step up to bring forward new ideas, you
can form part of the State Committee by nominating for any
position TODAY.

Moora
THE HERMIT KINDGOM OPENS ITS BORDERS!
By Julian Gardiner, President

Like a beautiful butterfly struggling out of its metamorphic
cocoon, Moora Sporting Clays is taking its first stumbling
steps back into the world of WA Field and Game. After more
than a decade of slumber, an influx of new members to the
club has given a new lease on life to the club and will see a
few new faces strolling around this year's state competitions.

Moora has been shooting roughly every fortnight on a casual
'picnic' basis in recent years and the surge in membership
over the last 18 months has seen on average 10 shooters
missing targets in the picturesque Banksia scrub behind the
butts of the Moora Rifle Range.

Moora has plans to fundraise and modernise their traps over
the next few years and Moora Members are looking forward
to meeting the rest of the WAFGA community, shooting
alongside them and enjoying some fellowship throughout the
year. So if you see someone at a state qualifier or such
looking confused, vacant and with a lot of donuts on their
scorecard, it's probably a new shooter from Moora Sporting
Clays.

Moora will be shooting every fortnight with the calendar
available early in the new year via Facebook (Moora Shooting
Sports). If you're feeling the need to smash some clays on a
weekend and there's nothing on nearby, feel free to come
for a friendly session of shooting in Moora Town.

Note — Echidna Park, Pegasus & Three Springs did not have any
information to add to this newsletter.
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We're looking forward to meeting the extended sporting
clays community throughout the year around the traps,
and would like to thank Sue Green for all her help and
guidance over the last 6 months.

Moora Sporting Clays is situated at the southern end of
the Moora Rifle Range on the corner of Dandaragan Road
and Rowes road approx 10km west of Moora.

Club Contact:

President - Julian Gardiner 0429 019 361
noondine@skymesh.com.au

Secretary: Dave Hamilton 0427 575 502
hamiltonbros@hotmail.com

Perth Metro, Wanneroo
By Wayne Mascord, President

Well another year has almost come to a close and the
Christmas break will be upon us very soon.

We would like to thank everyone that attended our
shoots throughout the year and look forward to
welcoming you back again next year

The Wanneroo branch of PMF&G recently held our AGM
with most officers being re-elected again for another year.
The most notable change was with the stepping down of
Mark Mansfield from the President position and the
election of Wayne Mascord as the new President for
2018.

The Wanneroo committee and club members would like
to express their heart felt thanks to the countless
hundred’s of hours that Mark has put into the running and
upkeep of the Wanneroo grounds and the smooth
organising of the club shoots throughout the year, and we
hope to see you putting some lead down range soon.

The new committee hopes you all have safe and joyous
Christmas break and look forward to seeing you at our
grounds in the New Year.
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Harvey Sporting Clays
By Vern Godfrey, President

| would just like to acknowledge the 41 shooters
who showed up for Harvey's Christmas shoot on the
10th Dec.

It was a great turnout, a fantastic day and a good
shoot for the club. Footnote that this shoot was full
sponsored by the Spud Shed who provided about
$500 worth of Premium leg ham for prizes.

We are awaiting official advise from Beretta
Australia regarding major sponsorship of a 2 day
shoot at Harvey next year. "Watch this space" for
more info.

Harvey would like to wish all shooters a happy and
safe Christmas and we look forward to hosting you
again in 2018.

Note — Echidna Park, Pegasus & Three Springs did not have any
information to add to this newsletter.
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Wannamal Sporting Clays
By Carrie Paulsen, Secretary

Wannamal hosted a very memorable closing shoot
on the 8t October. With over 115 people on the
Saturday night and 80 shooters on the Sunday it was
a huge success. Thank you to all of our members
that helped make this event the huge success it was.

The club has since held a meeting and voted on the
relocation. The result was a unanimous decision to
relocate to Wandering.

The grounds encompass over 500 acres of usable
land with both cleared paddocks and natural bush.
The Landowner is also the Vice President of the
Shire and has confirmed that there will be no
restrictions on the amount of shooting on the
property, that we intend to utilize.

A Relocation Sub-Committee has been formed and
will endure the almighty task of planning and

organizing the relocation.

We aim to hold our first shoot at the end of August
2018.

Stay tuned for more exciting updates!
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Parks & Wildlife
We are pleased to advise the memorandum of understanding with the D.B.C.A which sees WAFGA as a
recognised hunting organisation is working well. This has provided more opportunities for accredited
members of WAFGA clubs to participate in feral animal control on lands managed by DBCA.

H&H would like more members to become accredited to cover the increased opportunities. Members of
WAFGA clubs can contact Howard Barks (hbsm7@bigpond.com) for details if they wish to go through the
accreditation course. We are planning the next course during January at the PWAC range (subject to range
availability). Minimum calibre .243W Maximum nominally .308W.

Duck seasons
Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania have all enjoyed duck seasons this year. Hope our members have taken
advantage of the opportunity and have “bagged out”. The usual immature antics from protesters have done
little overall to diminish hunters enthusiasm. There was a Quail season in S.A concluding on 13t August. In
Western Australia the opportunity exists for our members to participate in control activities on private
farmland in the South West land division from 1%t January to 30t June each year for Wood ducks & Mountain
ducks, no bag limit. Contact me at hbsm7@bigpond.com for details of the requirements.

| recently visited the “Riverland” area in S.A. and all indications are that bird numbers are up and as a result
they will have another “season” commencing 17t February and concluding 24™ June 2018. Bag limit 12 per
day, any mix of Black duck, Hard Head, Wood duck, Mountain duck, Pink ear & Chestnut teal. It was great to
see the environmental improvement work being carried out in the region.

Rainbow lorikeets
Opportunities exist in W.A to help control these destructive birds. They are a declared a pest in W.A and we
will be starting our control activities most likely in late December. Firearms required .22Ir or air rifle contact
Howard Barks for details.

Feral cats
This is another excellent opportunity for members to make a positive contribution to the Federal
Governments aim to reduce the national feral cat population. The University of New England is seeking feral
cat tissue samples and we have recently sent our first batch from W.A. Put your shotgun or skills with .22Ir to
a practical purpose and help save Australia's wildlife. Let me know if you are interested. We plan to have
series of control shoots in the New Year.

Pastoral Properties
We have continued our activities which mainly involve donkey/brumby control, let me know if you are
interested, minimum calibre .308W or equivalent. These shoots are usually 7-days duration due to distances
involved. Share food & fuel costs etc. Again make sure you have completed & returned the WAFGA H&H form.

For any further information on the above programs, please do not hesitate to email Howard Barks at
hbsm7@bigpond.com.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Article from the June 1993 Edition of
Shooters of Tomorrow — Shooting at Houghton Winery

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN WEST AUSTRALIAN SHOOTING

Only a few of WAFGA members seem to be
aware of the shooting ground available, and
unique in Australia, known as Houghton’s and in
fact located within the Whiteman Park Shooting
Complex.

Close to Perth and readily accessible, we have a
range set out similarly to most other F&G ranges
with 9 or 10 traps (clay throwers) in a bush
setting,

The difference at Houghton’s is that this is a non-
competition ground. Shooters are welcome to
come and go as they please. Park your vehicle
and within a short walking distance you will meet
Mick or Kevin Worner who will arrange for you
to register and supply as many clay targets (in
whatever variation of colour and size) as you
wish. You will then be able to proceed in as
leisurely fashion as you desire and shoot at the
station or stations which appeal to you (or at
which you feel you are most in need of practice).

You can sclect any of the flight patterns that are
used on competitive courses and provided no one
else wishes to use that trap - in which case we
hope co-operation is the key - you can shoot for
the ime the range is open.

If you require coaching, Mr Ray Motteram (Level
1 coach), is on hand, although it is advisable to
book time with him prior to the day or you may
have to wait.. .
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This non-competitive shooting was
promulgated in 1977, and through the
courtesy of Houghton’s winery in Middle
Swan an area in Gray Road was used. This
ground, surrounded as it was by vineyard
and a very picturesque setting was used until
the encroachment of civilization was too
immediate and we moved to Whiteman in
1991.

This social shooting is superb for new and
novice shooters who can be introduced to
hunting and competitive shooting in a relaxed
and supportive manner. For the shooter who
does not have the time to shoot competitively,
but who still wishes to ‘keep his eye in’, or
for the competitive shooter who has difficulty
with a particular target, the situation is also
ideal.

If you consult your calendar you will see that
‘practice’ is programmed once a month with
the next shoots being on July 4th, 1993.

¥ 0k % % ¥ % ® ¥ % ¥ 0%

EDITOR’S NOTE: THIS IS THE LAST
YEAR MICK - WORNER WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO RUN HOUGHTON'S; so
FIRSTLY THANKS MICK FOR A JOB
VERY WELL DONE AND SECONDLY,
HELP!! HAVE WE ANY VOLUNTEERS
FOR NEXT YEAR?

*
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NEWS AND DATES TO REMEMBER FROM SCA

FITASC Australian Grand Prix
10th & 11th March 2018
Rocky Gully Sporting Clays, South Australia
SCA English Sporting Nationals
5th & 6th May 2018
Australian Sporting Clays Sydney, New South Wales
SCA Compak Nationals
9th & 10th June 2018
SCA Australian Sporting Clay Nationals
16th - 18th November 2018
Laang Sporting Clays, Victoria

IMPORTANT UPDATE

New categories/age groups will be introduced for 2018. FITASC has reviewed their competition categories and
from 1 January 2018, the following categories will be applicable at all FITASC international events and SCA
National competitions:

Junior up to and including the age of 20 (you cannot shoot in the Junior category in the calendar year you turn
21 years old)

Lady

Man in the year of their 21st birthday to 55 years

Senior in the year of their 56th birthday to 65 years

Veteran in the year of their 66th birthday to 73 years

Master in the year of their 74th birthday and above.

NOTE

* The Master category will be available to shooters who are 74 years of age on the 1st of January in the year
of the competition. There will be no team events in the Master category at FITASC events, only individuals.

* |t is not compulsory for the Master category to be included at SCA events. We will include the category at
the Australian Prix and the Sporting Nationals. Veteran will be the last category (by age) for the Compak
Nationals and English Sporting Nationals.

e SCA will still recognise our Sub Junior category for all events except the Australian Grand Prix, which is a
FITASC event. The following age restrictions will apply:

SUB-JUNIORS Competitors may shoot in this category up to and including the calendar year they turn 17 i.e.
you cannot shoot in the Sub Junior category in the calendar year you turn 18 years old.

JUNIORS Competitors may shoot in this category from the calendar year they turn 18 up to and including the
age of 20 i.e. you cannot shoot in the Junior category in the calendar year you turn 21 years old.
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UPCOMING SHOOTS

JANUARY
Saturday 14" January 1PM
Echidna Park — Evening shoot & BBQ & Night shoot

Friday 19t January 6PM
Wanneroo — BBQ and night shoot

Saturday 20™ January 10AM
Wanneroo — Practice shoot

FEBRUARY
Saturday 10t February 1PM
Echidna Park — Evening & night shoot and BBQ

Saturday 17t February 6PM
Wanneroo — Afternoon and night shoot and BBQ

Sunday 18" February 9AM
Harvey — 75 Target Club Shoot

Saturday 24™ February 1PM
Echidna Park — Afternoon shoot

Sunday 25" February 8:30AM
Echidna Park — Morning shoot

MARCH
Sunday 4" March 9AM
Wanneroo — GB / Promatic Challenge 100 Targets

Sunday 4™ March 8:30AM
Echidna Park — Practice

Sunday 10t March 6PM
Wanneroo — Afternoon and Night shoot and BBQ

Saturday 10" & Sunday 11" March
Rocky Gully — FITASC Australian Grand Prix

Sunday 11t March 8:30AM
Pegasus — State Compak Championship

Sunday 18t March 8:30AM
Harvey — 1st State Qualifier

Saturday 24t March
Wanneroo 6PM — Afternoon and night shoot and BBQ
Echidna Park 1PM — Afternoon shoot

Sunday 25t March 8:30AM
Echidna Park — Morning Shoot

3 f‘\-)—‘
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WHO IS ON THE 2017 STATE COMMITTEE?

ALL COMMITTEE POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE IN 2018 — NOMINATE TODAY TO BE INVOLVED
IN THE FUTURE OF SPORTING CLAYS

President Colin George President@wafga.org

Vice President Vern Godfrey quietvine@bigpond.com
Treasurer Brian Backhouse Treasurer@wafga.org
Secretary Sue Green sue@gde.com.au

Target Director Mike Hudspith enhancedland@iinet.net.au
Coaching Director Tony Trainor lawn@iinet.net.au

Firearms Officer Ken Green ken@gde.com.au

Safety Officer Ken Green ken@gde.com.au

State & SCA & Hunting & Habitat Director Howard Barks hbsm7@bigpond.com
WASA Delegate Howard Barks hbsm7@bigpond.com

CLUB DELEGATES 2018

If members wish to discuss an issue at a State meeting, you MUST go through your club delegate.
Don’t forget — All members are welcome to attend a State meeting as an observer.

Harvey Wannamal Echidna Park Pegasus
Vern Godfrey Glenn Povey lan Grant Tom Papadopolous
quietvine@bigpond.com Glenn.povey@forceequipment. warrine@bigpond.co tomp@auctions.com.au

com.au m
Brian Backhouse lan Callan Glen O’Brien Arthur Page
Treasurer@wafga.org lan.callan@westrac.com.au Glen@delger.com.au arthurandjanine@amnet.net.au
Neil Joslin Carrie Paulsen Paul Camerer Ryan McPherson
Neil.Joslin@alcoa.com.au cpaulsen@rtgmining.com camererp@bigpond.c ryan@directerections.com.au
om

Moora Three Springs Perth Metro
Julian Gardiner Gary Turley Wayne Mascord
noondine@skymesh.com.au Gary.Turley@imerys.com wayneob62is@gmail.com
David Hamilton Kevin Dodd Howard Barks
hamiltonbros@hotmail.com Inese.dodd@bigpond.com hbsm7@bigpond.com
Tony Trainor Neil Hebiton Mike Hudspith
lawn@iinet.net.au nlhebiton@westnet.com.au
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